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Newspaper Clips 
January 13, 2015 

IIT Delhi director Shevgaonkar joins duty, meets some senior 

faculty members 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/delhi/iit-delhi-director-shevgaonkar-joins-duty-meets-some-senior-faculty-

members_1529056.html 

New Delhi: Amid the controversy surrounding his resignation, IIT Delhi Director R Shevgaonkar today joined 

duty and met a couple of senior faculty members who are understood to have pursued him to reconsider his 

decision. 

 

Shevgaonkar had gone on leave soon after he tendered his resignation late last year but it has not been accepted 

by the HRD Ministry. 

He remained non-committal during his meeting with the faculties and preferred to wait till he receives some 

kind of communication from the ministry, sources said. 

Members of IIT Delhi Faculty Forum are also expected to meet him soon, they said. 

In its resolution passed last week, the forum had said it "unanimously and unitedly extends full support" to 

Shevgaonkar. 

"We vehemently protest the malicious allegations and the politicisation of issues in the press and media," it 

said. 

Shevgaonkar, whose resignation had triggered a controversy, has attributed his decision to some "unforeseen 

situations". 

"Towards the end of the year... Some unforeseen situations developed and I had to decide to step down from my 

position," he had said in his mail to the faculty and students after he stepped down. 

Shevgaonkar, however, did not elaborate on the factors that had led to his decision to quit. 

Sources in the HRD Ministry have indicated that faulting the director on the issue of the setting up of an 

extension research campus in Mauritius would prove counter-productive as it had approval of the Ministry itself 

and an MoU in this regard was signed in Mauritius last year in the presence of the then HRD Minister M M 

Pallam Raju. 

An enquiry is already underway about the MoU which has been at the centre of the controversy ever since 

Shevgaonkar quit.  
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IIT Bhubaneswar professor taken to task for mentally 

‘harassing’ girls 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/IIT-Bhubaneswar-professor-taken-to-task-for-mentally-harassing-

girls/articleshow/45847845.cms 

BHUBANESWAR: IIT Bhubaneswar (IITBBS) has 'censured' a professor for mental harassment of two M 

Tech girls. 

 

Sources said the IIT took action against the professor this weekend after the minutes of a meeting of the board 

of governors (BOG) held in New Delhi in December reached here. The BOG, under the chairmanship of S K 

Roongta, took the decision on the basis of inquiry report by a seven-member committee. 

 

IITBBS director Sujit Roy said the case had reached a logical conclusion. "The institute followed the laid down 

procedures for such an allegation with due diligence. The faculty member concerned was censured and issued 

certain strictures. It is a closed chapter for us now," Roy told TOI on Sunday. 

On April 27, 2014, the girls had lodged a complaint with the IIT director alleging that the professor wanted 

them to visit his chamber frequently, even at night, and threatened to spoil their career by awarding poor marks. 

The institute had constituted an inquiry panel to probe the charges and sent the professor on leave. 

 

As part of the punishment, the teacher can never hold any administrative post, such as dean or head of any 

department or committee in the institute. The professor was already a dean and founder head of a department 

since 2009 when the IIT was established. 

 

The professor, a PhD from IIT Kanpur, could not be contacted for comments. His colleagues said the 49-year-

old man had numerous national and international awards to his credit. 

 

A source said the professor had already resigned from IIT. He, however, will be at the IIT for a few months 

more. 

KAKODKAR STRESSES ON RESEARCH 

Hindustan Times (Lucknow) 

Padma Vibhushan Professor Anil Kakodkar, chairman atomic energy commission, said research was the only key to 
national development and technical universities could make a substantial contribution to it. “Our universities have 
enough potential to contribute to the national development. What we have to do is to identify individuals and groups 
who are the best researchers,” said Kakodkar while addressing the gathering. 
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Centre names Kiran Kumar as Isro chief  

Hindustan Times (Kolkata) 

AHMEDABAD: AS Kiran Kumar, director of Ahmedabad-based Space Application Centre ( SAC), which is an 

ar m of Isro, was appointed chairman of the Indian Space research Organisation (Isro) on Monday.  

The appointments committee of the cabinet (ACC) headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi cleared his name 

and subsequently the order was issued.  

“The ACC has approved the appointment of AS Kiran Kumar, director, space application centre, as secretary, 

department of space and chairman of space commission on reemployment on contract basis for tenure of three 

years,” stated the ACC order.  

JEE exams witness a drop of 52,500 students this year  

Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

MUMBAI: Around 13.035 lakh students have registered for Joint Entrance Test, Main (JEE Main-2015), the 

first leg of the two-stage examination process for engineering admissions, scheduled in April.  

However, there is a drop of around 52,500 students compared to last year when around 13.56 lakh students 

registered for exam.  

The last day for registration for JEE (Main) was on December 27, but the dates were extended up to January 10 

for aspirants from Manipur. The state had recently joined the nationallevel exam.  

JEE Main, an all-India engineering entrance exam is conducted by the Central Board of Secondary and Higher 

Secondary Education (CBSE) for admission to centrally funded engineering institutions like National Institute 

of Technology (NIT) and others.  

It is also the first screening test for IIT admissions.  

While there has been a constant increase in number of candidates since 2012 (see box) this is the first time the 

number has dropped.  

“Poor quality of faculty in the engineering colleges and increase in job opportunities in other streams could be 

the reasons for decrease in the number of people registering for JEE Main,” said an IIT aspirant.  

However, in Maharashtra, for the academic year 2014-15, more than 40% of engineering seats remained vacant, 

according to data presented by the state’s higher and technical education minister during the recent winter 

session.  

GT Thampi, principal, Thadomal Shahani College of Engineering, Bandra said, “This trend seems temporary. 

The interest in engineering education is decreasing because of the higher fees charged in engineering institute 

compared to other courses. However, placements in engineering institutes have suffered leaving many engineers 

unemployed.”  
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